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manuel dobrinsky

President’s Message

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire team 
at Legal Services of Greater Miami, welcome to the Twelfth 
Annual HeART of Giving celebration! Although we cannot 
be together in person, it is important to celebrate and  
recognize those who have made, and continue to make, 

meaningful contributions to our community. 

However, first we want to honor and remember Julie Azuaje, First Vice President of 
the Board of Directors, who passed away this year. We are forever grateful for Julie’s 
service, leadership, and friendship. Her service on the Board spanned more than a  
decade and her leadership left a lasting impact on the organization. Julie will be missed, 
but her spirit and grace will always be remembered. 

Tonight, we celebrate three women all of whom have made enduring contributions to  
access to justice. Mayor Daniella Levine Cava’s career is dedicated to ensuring that  
justice and opportunity are the rule rather than the exception, and her leadership as County  
Mayor has demonstrated strength, compassion, and an unwavering commitment to  
building a strong and resilient community. Judge Marcia Cooke began her career as a  
Legal Services attorney serving the Detroit community, and her decades of public and 
government service demonstrate her commitment to strengthening communities and  
ensuring access to justice for all. Finally, during her life, Jacqueline Allee Smith was a  
trailblazer with substantial contributions in the academic field and a passion to help lift those 
in our community who most need our services. With her generous and transformative gift, 
her legacy ensures that Legal Services of Greater Miami will have the resources to face the  
challenge of meeting the growing legal needs of our community for years to come. 

With leaders like these women, our vision and commitment to building a Community of 
Equal Justice is further strengthened. We look forward to seeing you next year and thank 
you to all of you for supporting Legal Services of Greater Miami!



Monica Vigues-Pitan

Message from the Executive Director

I am grateful to be able to celebrate our 12th Annual Heart of 
Giving Celebration and Judicial Reception, as well as commem-
orate our 55th anniversary! This has been another difficult year, 
and, as I reflect on our accomplishments and the work that is yet 
to be done, I am fortunate to have your unwavering support.

Heart of Giving is an opportunity to showcase our achievements throughout the year and 
recognize leaders in our community who share a mutual goal of increasing access to justice. 
Over the years, we have honored members of the judiciary, elected officials, authors and other 
community leaders who have fulfilled Legal Services’ mission. I extend warm congratulations 
to this year’s honorees — Mayor Daniella Levine Cava, the Honorable Marcia G. Cooke, and 
Jacqueline Allee Smith —inspiring leaders that have made significant contributions to equal 
justice in their respective fields - public service, the judiciary, and academia.

When we opened our doors 55 years ago, it was said that our purpose was to present the 
opportunity to live in decency and dignity. The late 1960’s were tumultuous and trying times, and 
our founding advocates rose to the challenge. Those legendary attorneys included Tobias Simon, 
Howard Dixon, Gwendolyn S. Cherry, Al Feinberg, Wilkie Ferguson and many others. They laid 
a foundation of excellence of strong advocacy and gave us hope for the future. We went on to 
benefit from Marcia Cypen’s indelible leadership for more than three decades. Their collective, 
brave, and tireless efforts shaped and enabled us to work towards ensuring not only dignity, but 
justice and economic opportunity for all. Today’s challenges are just as complex, and our legal 
advocacy continues to achieve transformational change for our clients and community. 

Our extraordinary Board of Directors, Campaign Committee, and Legal Services’ team work 
tirelessly to honor our history and affect change in our community. Ensuring that our legal system 
is a functioning and just system for all is an ongoing process that often feels both elusive and 
unattainable; however, it is the promise of our country. With your continued support, our team 
will not stop fighting until we fulfill this promise. 

I thank you for joining us this evening, for your dedication and support of Legal Services, and for 
your commitment to Building a Community of Equal Justice. 



Twelfth Anniversary HeART of Giving 
Celebration and Judicial Reception

Thursday, September 30, 2021 | 6:00 PM

Introduction
Darrell Payne, Stearns Weaver Miller

Welcome
Master of Ceremonies 

Neki Mohan

Opening Remarks
Monica Vigues-Pitan, Executive Director 

Legal Services of Greater Miami

Manuel Dobrinsky, Board President 
Dobrinsky Dolan Rosenblum Bluestein

Lilly Ann Sanchez, Campaign Committee Co-Chair
The LS Law Firm

Tribute to Julie Azuaje
Robert Fatovic, Ryder System

Song Performed by Internationally Acclaimed Vocalist 
Nicole Henry

Presentation of Equal Justice Leadership Awards To: 
Mayor Daniella Levine Cava

Miami-Dade County

Honorable Marcia G. Cooke
United States District Court For the Southern District of Florida

Presentation of Equal Justice 
Philanthropic Leadership Award By:

R. Donahue Peebles, The Peebles Corporation 
to 

Jacqueline Allee Smith

Closing Remarks

Finale 
Nicole Henry

Online Auction Closes at 8:30 PM
BID HERE

www.32auctions.com/HeartOfGivingAuction2021


Neki Mohan

Neki Mohan is an award winning journalist who is the CEO 
of her own consulting and media company. Most recently she 
anchored a number 1 rated morning show at the ABC affiliate 
in Miami for over a decade. A compelling storyteller, her  

reporting has taken her across the Caribbean, the US and the world. She has covered red 
carpets, world leaders and some of the biggest news stories at 10 TV stations in 5 cities. 

Born in Brooklyn, NY to West Indian parents, she was raised in Trinidad and Tobago 
and came back to the US for college. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and  
Politics from the University of Maryland. She began her career alongside journalism greats  
like Carole Simpson, Peter Jennings, David Brinkley and Sam Donaldson at ABC News 
Washington Bureau. Her on air career began in Jackson, Mississippi and has taken her to Los 
Angeles, Cleveland and 2 decades in Miami.

Neki is a passionate mentor and has been mentoring for the Women of Tomorrow program 
for 20 years. She has also been an adjunct professor at Barry University and was recently 
invited to join the board of the Pace Center for Girls Broward. She is an avid reader, 
traveller, Girl Scout cookie mom and a budding yogi. When not trying to save the world,  
she is at home with her family trying to cook a meal they will all eat! 



mayor
daniella levine cava

Daniella Levine Cava was elected Miami-Dade County’s 
first-ever woman Mayor in November 2020. She enters 
the Mayor’s office following a 40-year career as a relentless  

advocate for South Florida families. As Miami-Dade County’s Mayor, she oversees a  
metropolitan government with more than 28,000 employees serving nearly 3 million  
residents, managing an annual budget of approximately $9 billion. 

Since taking office, she has worked to protect lives and livelihoods by deploying a county-
wide operation to distribute vaccines efficiently and equitably and appointing the County’s 
first Chief Medical officer to build a pandemic response driven by data and science. In  
collaboration with the Board of County Commissioners, she is working to distribute  
millions of federal dollars in American Rescue Plan relief funds to support small businesses and  
residents impacted by the pandemic, invest in critical infrastructure projects, and kickstart 
long term recovery. 

Her administration is focused on building a stronger, more inclusive, more resilient  
Miami-Dade: prioritizing reforms to make our county safer and prevent gun violence through 
the Peace and Prosperity Plan; restoring and reinvigorating a thriving economy that delivers 
economic security for Miami-Dade businesses and families and attracts new industries;  
saving Biscayne Bay and building and protecting our environment; opening doors to  
prosperity for more Miami-Dade families through the Office of Equity and Inclusion; and 
directly engaging with residents to make local government more responsive and accountable. 

A social worker, lawyer, and community activist, she was first elected in 2014, and re-elected 
in August 2018, to serve as the Miami-Dade County Commissioner representing District 8. 
Mayor Levine Cava came to elected office after three decades of service as an advocate for 
South Floridians, serving special needs children, families and immigrants at Legal Services of 
Greater Miami, and representing children in the foster care and adoption system with the 
Guardian Ad Litem Program. In 1996, she founded Catalyst Miami to help low- and middle- 
income families through service, education, and advocacy.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY



honorable
Marcia G. Cooke

Marcia G. Cooke is a native of Detroit, Michigan. She received 
her law degree from the Wayne State University Law School 
in Detroit, Michigan, and is a graduate of the Georgetown 
University Edmund G. Walsh School of Foreign Service.

Judge Cooke is an experienced trial attorney and has held a variety of positions in the public 
and private sectors. She has served as a legal services attorney and a public defender, and as 
an Assistant United States Attorney in the Eastern District of Michigan and with a private law 
firm. Judge Cooke has also served as a United States Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District 
of Michigan. 

Relocating to Florida in 1992, Judge Cooke served as an Executive Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of Florida for seven years. In 1999, Governor Jeb Bush 
appointed her to serve as the Chief Inspector General for the State of Florida, responsible for 
promoting accountability, integrity, efficiency and ethical behavior in the agencies under the 
jurisdiction of the Executive Office of the Governor. 

At the time of nomination and confirmation to the Federal Bench in 2004, she was an  
Assistant Miami-Dade County Attorney.

In addition to her other responsibilities, Judge Cooke is an adjunct professor at the University 
of Miami School of Law teaching litigation skills. She is also an adjunct professor at St. Thomas 
University School of Law where she teaches advanced criminal procedure and in the judicial 
externship program. She has also served as an adjunct professor at Wayne State University Law 
School. She is a long-time faculty member of the National Institute of Trial Advocacy (NITA), 
has taught at trial practice and litigation programs throughout the country, and lectured on 
issues related to trial practice, litigation and trial ethics. 

Judge Cooke is an active alumna of Georgetown University. She serves on the Georgetown 
University African American Advisory Board. Judge Cooke is an emeritus member of the 
Board of Governors and served as the national President of the Georgetown University Alumni 
Association. She has also served on the University’s Board of Directors.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR 
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA



Jacqueline Allee Smith
December 2, 1943 – August 4, 2020

2021 Recipient 
of the 

Equal Justice Philanthropic 
Legacy Award

Awarded Posthumously

Legal Services of Greater Miami proudly presents the 2021 Equal Justice Philanthropic 
Legacy Award, posthumously, to Jacqueline Allee Smith. The bequest totaling more than $3 
million is the largest single gift to Legal Services. 

Jackie was a pioneer and leader in the legal community. She was the third dean of the St. 
Thomas University School of Law and one of only six women serving as law school deans in 
the country in the 1990s. Prior to taking the leadership of St. Thomas, Jackie was a partner 
and head of the bankruptcy department at Holland & Knight where she met the love of 
her life, Chesterfield Smith – the guiding light and creator of Holland & Knight. They both 
shared a mutual commitment to equal justice for all. 

This gift showcases Jackie’s passion to use the law to better the lives of those who could not 
afford legal representation and continues her legacy of leadership and service.



DON PEEBLES

Don Peebles is founder, chairman and CEO of The  
Peebles Corporation, one of the country’s few privately 
held national real estate investment and development  
companies in the United States with a multi-billion dollar 
project portfolio spanning key markets in the nation  

including New York, Los Angeles, Boston, Miami, Philadelphia, Charlotte and Washington 
D.C. In an era where social responsibility, social inclusion and making change are  
often seen as buzz-phrases, Don Peebles is creating change and making opportunities 
happen in communities by leveraging his expertise and entrepreneurial skills in Real 
Estate investment and development. Don Peebles and The Peebles Corporation’s  
uniqueness are guided by his company’s own principles of Affirmative Development™ 
to empower women and minorities to close the wealth gap – with the aim of developing 
not just land or buildings, but opportunities and people also.











Our work is made possible through the generous support of our 
Leadership Circle Donors

Blue Diamond $100,000+

- Edie Laquer Foundation – Endowed Women &
Children’s Rights Attorney Chair 

- Harke Clasby & Bushman – Social Justice
Fellowship in Honor of Nancy T. Clasby

- Holland & Knight LLP
- Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff

& Sitterson, P.A. 
- Wells Fargo Foundation

Diamond $50,000+ 
- Stephen H. Cypen, President, Jerome A. Yavitz 

Charitable Foundation, Inc. - Harry & Irving Cypen
Tax Fellowship 

- Helliwell Family Foundation- In Memory of Paul 
L. E. Helliwell, Esq.

Gold $25,000+

- Akerman LLP
- Bilzin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod LLP
- Coffey Burlington, PL
- Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A.
- The Fine & Greenwald Foundation
- Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A.
- Hunton Andrews Kurth
- Kluger Kaplan Silverman Katzen & Levine, PL
- McLuskey, McDonald & Hughes, P.A.
- Ver Ploeg & Marino
- White & Case LLP

Silver $10,000+

- Honorable A. Leo Adderly
- Dolan Dobrinsky Rosenblum LLP
- Greenberg Traurig
- Gunster
- Harper Meyer Perez Hagen O’Connor Albert 

Dribin & DeLuca LLP
- JP Morgan
- Kaufman|Rossin – Accounting Fellowship
- Kenny Nachwalter, P.A.
- Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton
- Leon Cosgrove, LLP
- McDermott Will & Emery Charitable Foundation
- Meland Budwick, P.A.
- Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
- The Moskowitz Law Firm

- Nelson Mullins
- Peckar & Abramson
- Podhurst Orseck
- Rivero Mestre LLP
- Ross & Girten
- Ryder System, Inc.
- The Sain Orr Royak DeForest Steadman Foundation
- Jacqueline Allee Smith – Jacqueline and Chesterfield 

Smith Fellows Program
- Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman
- William J. & Tina Rosenberg Foundation

Bronze $5,000+

- Scott L. Baena
- Berk, Merchant, & Sims, PLC
- Buckner, Shifrin, Etter, Dugan & Bradfute
- Day Pitney LLP
- Ernst & Young LLP
- Gelber Schacter Greenberg, P.A.
- Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani LLP
- Grove Bank & Trust
- IberiaBank/ First Horizon Bank
- The Jill & Neil Berman Philanthropic Fund
- Kevin & Yolonda Jacobs
- Dr. Alma Kadragic
- Levine Kellogg Lehman Schneider + Grossman LLP
- Lott & Fischer, PL
- The LS Law Firm
- McDermott Will & Emery
- Moore & Company, P.A.
- Pack Law
- Darrell & Debbie Payne
- The Rogow Family Fund at Vanguard Charitable
- Schindler Family Foundation – In Memory of

Tobias Simon
- Sherry Law Office 
- Stanley Wakshlag
- TD Bank

Donor levels reflect cumulative giving for the Campaign period January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2022.
Pledges and Gifts as of 8/18/2021

Contact MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org for information on the Leadership Circle.

mailto:MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org


• Ashton Hunter Kingsman
• Marcos D. Jimenez, P.A.
• Lapekas Law
• Larry Pounders, Esq. & Dr. 

Fatima Sequiera Fund
• David O. Leiwant
• Michael Levine
• Lexus of North Miami
• Littler Mendelson, P.C.
• Freddi Mack
• Richard Milstein
• Rene V. Murai
• Nguyen Law Firm
• Christopher Noel
• Carlos Osorio
• John C. Patterson, Jr.
• Dino P. Peragallo
• Victor Perez
• Pita Weber Del Prado
• Hon. Catherine Ravinski
• Susan K. Robin
• Rubinstein & Associates, P.A.
• Salmon & Dulberg
• Sequor Law
• Services on Site
• Jacqueline Simkin
• Aaron T. Slavens
• H.T. Smith
• Charles Throckmorton
• Monica Vigues-Pitan
• Burton Young

Friends
• Perry M. Adair
• Henry N. Adorno
• John M. Barkett
• Sheryl E. Berkowitz
• Ilana Bitton
• William R. Bloom
• Christopher W. Brochyus
• Leonardo A. Canton
• Kathy R. Cantor
• James S. Carmichael
• Vivian Z. Chavez
• David C. Cimo
• Karon M. Coleman
• Jose Cuneo
• Nicholas M. Daniels
• Mary Ann David
• Aurora De Gasperi
• Christopher M. Delp
• Adam Dionisopoulos
• D. Porpoise Evans
• Kelly Garces
• Monique Garcia

• Pauline Green
• Brandon Grzandziel
• Pascale Guerrier
• Armando Hernandez
• Randy A. Hummel
• David Jaksic
• Jonathan M. Jaffe
• Jade Kastel
• Michael D. Katz
• Robert T. Kofman
• Arya Attari Li
• R. Hugh Lumpkin
• Aleida Martinez-Molina
• Brian P. Miller
• Norman A. Moscowitz
• Paul Morris
• Susan Osorio
• Maria Papasakelariou
• Aaron Pease
• Scott D. Ponce
• Kevin Probst
• Daniel W. Raab
• C. Ryan Reetz
• Karel Remudo
• Loriellen K. Robertson
• David Rogero
• Elsie Romero
• Arthur R. Rosen
• Stephen F. Rosenthal
• Patrick Russell
• Matthew K. Ryan
• Lavenia Dianne Santos
• Frank P. Scruggs
• Edward R. Shohat
• Dayron Silverio
• Thomas W. Snook
• Jeanne Spital
• Bradley H. Stein
• Amanda R. Stevens
• Marilyn Strauss
• Peter Suarez
• Miguel A. Suro
• J. Michael Wermuth
• Werth-Silver Foundation
• Jennifer A. West
• Patricia D. White

Guardians
•	 A to Z Law Firm
•	 Boies Schiller Flexner
•	 Boyers Law Group
•	 Dr. Karen Brooks
•	 Jose A. Casal
•	 Hon. Jorge E. Cueto
•	 Diaz Reus & Targ 
•	 Hon. Mary Jo Francis
•	 Gwen S. Cherry Black 

Women Lawyers Association
•	 Commissioner Sally A. 

Heyman, District 4 Office
•	 Kelley Kronenberg
•	 Ellen Leesfield ADR
•	 Marsh & McLennan
•	 Munar Law
•	 Tracy A. Nichols
•	 Pamela Perry, P.A.
•	 Professional Bank
•	 Nelson Mullins
•	 Wiseheart Foundation

Champions
•	 Julie A. Azuaje
•	 Gregory A. Baldwin & Jose 

M. Castro 
•	 Rosemary Barkett Fund
• Berger Singerman LLP 
• William S. Berk
• Berkowitz Pollack Brant 

Advisors & Accountants
• Bitcoin Conference 2022
• Maura Bulman
• Cimo Mazer Mark 
• Caroline Corbin
• Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz, 

District 12 Office
• Michael Diaz, Jr.
• Dimond Kaplan & Rothstein * 
• Dana Dombey
• Nicole Dominguez
• Jennifer E. Fine
• Carmen J. Fuente
• Genesis Systems Consulting 
• Goldberg & Rosen
• Gray Robinson
• GRM Management
• Grossman Roth Yaffa Cohen
• Jordi Guso
• Thomas Hawkins
• Jeffrey Hearne
• JAMS
• George Jenkins
• Kelley Kronenberg

• Jason Kellogg
• Kula & Associates, P.A.
• Carolina A. Lombardi
• George G. Mahfood
• Christina & Peter A. Mekras
• Miami Dade Trial Lawyers 

Association
• The Miami Foundation
• Miami Homes for All
• Hon. Bronwyn Miller
• Barnaby L. Min
• Gisela Munoz
• Michael Olin
• PAAST
• Robert L. Parks, P.L.
• Joel Perwin
• Patricia Redmond
• Bruce Rogow
• Rudd & Diamond
• Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr
• Hon. Patricia A. Seitz
• Shubin & Bass
• Matthew J. Sitkowski
• St. Thomas University 

College of Law
• Wetzel & Associates*

Advocates
• The Aguilera Law Firm
• Jeffrey S. Benjamin
• Jason E. Bloch
• Samuel S. Blum
• Carlos I. Cardelle
• Karen Cespedes
• Marcia K. Cypen*
• Damian & Valori
• Manuel L. Dobrinsky
• John R. Dodd II
• Richard Dunn
• Sarah Clasby Engel*
• Wifredo A. Ferrer
• Gill S. Freeman
• Rachel W. Furst
• Rachel Glade*
• Allison Clasby Harke*
• Harke Law, LLP
• Roberto Hernandez
• Joel Hirschhorn
• Homer Bonner Jacobs Ortiz
• Brett Horowitz
• Kacin & Johnston
• Lawrence & Jacquelyn

Kamin Fund
• Kaplan Financial Forensics
• Kevin Kenneally

The Chesterfield Smith Society continues the legacy of the great Chesterfield 
Smith, who during his 55-year law career, served as a beacon of light for the poor.

Chesterfield Smith Society Donors

Donor Levels Reflect Annual Gifts for the Period Beginning May 1, 2020
Pledges and Gifts as of 8/18/2021 *Sustaining Donors

Contact MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org for information on the Chesterfield Smith Society

Mailto:MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org


Our work is made possible through  
the generous support of our Grantors 

Lead Grantor
Legal Services Corporation

Major Grantors 
($250k+)

Administration on Community Living 
Internal Revenue Service (Low Income Taxpayer Clinic) 

Miami-Dade County  
The Florida Bar Foundation 

The Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation 
Wells Fargo

Supporting Grantors 
($50k-$249,999k)

Allegany Franciscan Ministries 
Alliance for Aging, Inc. 
Chapman Partnership 

City of Miami 
The Advocate Program Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) Program 

Equal Justice Works
Gang Alternative, Inc.

Health Foundation of South Florida 
JP Morgan Chase

United Way of Miami-Dade

Contributing Grantors 
(0-$49,999k)

Batchelor Foundation
Impact Fund

Monroe County
Opportunities Industrialization Centers of South Florida (OIC-SFL)

United Way of Collier and the Keys 
University of Miami



Thank You 
to Our Pro Bono Volunteers

Your Generous Investment of Time Promotes Equal Justice in Our Community
•	 Alvaro Acevedo
•	 Gil Acevedo
•	 Dora Acherman
•	 Yaniv Adar
•	 Andrea Aguilar
•	 Marcos Alvarez
•	 Pablo Alvarez
•	 Julie Anthousis
•	 Valentin Arenas
•	 Pablo Arriola
•	 Jose Avila
•	 Yvette Ayala
•	 Romain Balard
•	 Brian Barakat
•	 Ibrahim Barakat
•	 Daniel Barsky
•	 Jeffrey Bast
•	 Daniel Batista
•	 Gabriella Batista
•	 Ashley Beauchamp
•	 Paola Andrea Becerra 

Pinzon
•	 Jacobeli Behar
•	 Stella Belvisi
•	 Gaël Beriro
•	 Julie Blackmore
•	 Francoise Blanco
•	 Brittney Blumen-

gold-Lopez
•	 Lisa Bobotas
•	 Giacomo Bossa
•	 Patrick Brathwaite
•	 Michael Bress
•	 Brittany Brewer
•	 Sarah Bro
•	 Barbara Brown
•	 Joel Brown
•	 Nathan Brown
•	 Shawn Brown
•	 Ted Brown
•	 Michael Bruno
•	 Carlos Bruzos
•	 Randy Bullard
•	 Hadda Burgoa

•	 Daniel Butler
•	 Tammi Calarco
•	 John Campbell
•	 Valerie Cantave
•	 Justin Carlson
•	 Kelly-Ann Cartwright
•	 Jose Casal
•	 Rodrigo Castello 

Branco
•	 Tais Chamadoiro
•	 Steve Charles
•	 Megan Cheney
•	 Jordan Chisolm
•	 Ashley Ciccosanti
•	 Alexander Clavero
•	 Holly Collins
•	 Rob Collins
•	 Alexandra Coleman
•	 Christine Concepcion
•	 Nicole Conner
•	 Beth Coplowitz
•	 Mariano Corcilli
•	 Heloiza Correa
•	 Caitlyn Cullen
•	 William Curtin
•	 Benton Curtis
•	 Allison R. Day
•	 Kate Delcoure
•	 Cristina Delgado
•	 Kyle Delgado
•	 Christopher Delp
•	 Sheila Di Pillo
•	 Joseph Di Ruzzo III
•	 Jesika Diaz Munar
•	 Nicholas Dilts
•	 Manuel Dobrinsky
•	 Dana Dombey
•	 Lynn Drysdale
•	 Federico Dumenigo
•	 Philip Duvalsaint
•	 Shantel DuVerney
•	 Charles Elsesser
•	 Liza English
•	 Juan Enjamio

•	 Stephanie Erickson
•	 Tara Faenza
•	 Eric Farmelant
•	 Emily Farrahi
•	 Anthony Fernandez 
•	 Gabriel Fernandez 

Galiana
•	 Gregg Fierman
•	 Jennifer Fine
•	 Adam S. Fischer
•	 Dee Dee Fischer
•	 Amy Foust
•	 Steven Fraser
•	 Anita Friedlander
•	 Matthew Friendly
•	 Rachel Furst
•	 Ileana Loren Garcia
•	 Arjun Garg
•	 Christine Gay
•	 Nadine Gedeon
•	 Jamie Gelfman
•	 John Genovese
•	 Paul George
•	 Phillip George
•	 Lisa Giles-Kline
•	 Katrina Gleber
•	 Spencer Golden
•	 Melissa Gomberg
•	 Elizabeth Gonzalez
•	 Samuel Goodman
•	 Nina Gordon
•	 Maria Gralia
•	 Jenny Greenberg
•	 Carleen Griffith
•	 Carly Grimm
•	 Bernard Grondin
•	 Fatima Guarda-

do-Gervias
•	 Todd Gunn
•	 Jordi Guso
•	 Roxanne Gutierrez
•	 Michael Hacker
•	 Steven Hadjilogiou
•	 Keith Hagan

•	 Patrick Halpin 
•	 Daniel Hanlon
•	 Alison C Harke
•	 Elle Hayes
•	 Monique D. Hayes
•	 Shawn Helms
•	 Daniel Hentschel
•	 Eric Hernandez
•	 Alexander Hoffarth
•	 Tereza Horakova
•	 Brittney Horton
•	 TerryAnn Howell
•	 Jamie Isani
•	 Stephanie Jimenez
•	 Alan Jockers
•	 Mara Jockers
•	 Abigail Kagan
•	 Howard Kahn
•	 Justin Kaplan
•	 Benjamin Katz
•	 Steven Kellough
•	 Jared Kessler
•	 Michele Keusch
•	 Julia Kim
•	 Lauren Klein
•	 Karen Kline
•	 Robert Kline
•	 Steven Klitzner
•	 Jacob Koffsky
•	 Jeremy Koss
•	 Jessica Kramer
•	 Jessey Krehl
•	 Daniel Lader
•	 Michael Lampert
•	 Karen Lapekas
•	 Cristina Laramee 

Souto
•	 Roy Larson
•	 Julie D Leckart
•	 Jeanne Leconte
•	 Jackie Ledon
•	 Joshua Levenson
•	 Marbet Lewis
•	 Stephen Lewis



Thank You 
to Our Pro Bono Volunteers

Your Generous Investment of Time Promotes Equal Justice in Our Community

ENGAGE + INVEST= IMPACT
To learn more about pro bono opportunities, contact Jayme Cassidy at  

JCassidy@legalservicesmiami.org

•	 Meir Lewittes
•	 Samuel Libnic
•	 Albert Lichy
•	 Michael Lickstein
•	 Nina Lincoff
•	 Alvin Lindsay
•	 Rosa Llamo
•	 Ana Llerena
•	 Madison Lupino
•	 Barbara Ehrich Locke
•	 Brian Long
•	 Maxine Long
•	 Alejandra Lopez
•	 Maria Lumb
•	 Stefan Lyman
•	 Joseph Mack
•	 Albert Maggio
•	 Richard Malafy
•	 Shawnricka Manley
•	 Christopher Marotta
•	 Patrick Martin
•	 Donald Mason
•	 Katherine Mastrucci
•	 Jim Matulis
•	 Kathleen Maurer
•	 Jessica McDonald
•	 Jennifer Mikulina
•	 Heather Siegel Miller
•	 Richard Milstein
•	 Devin Moss
•	 Michael Nadel
•	 Leonid Nerdinsky
•	 Hung Nguyen
•	 Paulino Nunez
•	 Daniel Nunn
•	 Vanessa Offutt

•	 Elena Otero
•	 Joseph A Pack
•	 Vanessa Palacio
•	 Sandi Pena
•	 Stephanie Peral
•	 John Perloff
•	 Thu Pham
•	 Robert Phaneuf
•	 Altanese Phenelus
•	 Andrea Picco
•	 Matthew Pisciotta
•	 Maria Piva
•	 Arianne Plasencia
•	 Anta Plowden
•	 Michael Polatsek
•	 Rafael Prado
•	 Danielle Price
•	 Kevin Rabin
•	 Trelvis Randolph
•	 Craig Rasile
•	 Patricia Redmond
•	 Paul R Regensdorf
•	 Katherine Riano
•	 Alexandra Rios
•	 Lara Rios
•	 Kristina Rochester
•	 Ralf R Rodriguez
•	 Adam Rogers
•	 Chelsea Rogers
•	 Stuart Rohatiner
•	 Evan M Rosen
•	 Zachary Rosenthal
•	 Alejandro Ruiz
•	 Colleen Sachs
•	 Reginald Sainvil
•	 Emilio Saiz

•	 Alexander Salinas
•	 Michele Samaroo
•	 Nicole Sandler
•	 Tuvia Sandler
•	 Stephania Sanon
•	 Bryan Saul
•	 Robin Schafer
•	 Joseph Schimmel
•	 Gary Schoenbrun
•	 Richard Shane
•	 Sharaine Sibblies
•	 Miguel Silva
•	 Graham Smith
•	 Scott M. Snyder
•	 Elaina Sodhi
•	 Terri Sonn
•	 Joshua Spector
•	 Vladimir St. Louis
•	 Stephanie Stein
•	 Jay Steinman
•	 Michelle Strowhiro
•	 William C Sussman
•	 Timothy Swearingen
•	 Chris Swift-Perez
•	 Michael Tetelman
•	 Sean Tevel
•	 Vicente Tome
•	 Kim Torres
•	 Dana Turjman
•	 Ryan Tyler
•	 Justin Uhlemann
•	 Steven Vainder
•	 Manuel Valcarcel
•	 Maria Valderrama
•	 Gabriel Valdes
•	 Chad Van Horn

•	 Maria Vanegas
•	 Antar Vaughan
•	 Nicole-Suzette 

Velazquez Clark
•	 Amarillis Velez
•	 Lynne Ventry
•	 Liliana Vidal
•	 Dania Viñuela
•	 Scott Wagner
•	 Travis M Walker
•	 Andrew Wamsley
•	 Richard Warner
•	 Emily Wassermann
•	 Gregory Weigand
•	 Morgan Weinstein
•	 Michael Whitt
•	 Joshua Wirth
•	 Thomas Woolsey
•	 Thomas Wright
•	 Michael Wrubel
•	 Zoe Wundermann
•	 Michelle Wynn
•	 William Yavinsky
•	 Sarah Zabel
•	 Andrea Zazulia
•	 Luba Zeldis
•	 Yanina Zilberman

mailto:JCassidy@legalservicesmiami.org


HeART of Giving Sponsors

GOLD Sponsors

TITLE Sponsor

Exclusive Liquor Sponsor

BLUE DIAMOND Sponsors
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Legal Services of Greater Miami, Inc.
Board of Directors 2021-2022

Emily Alejo
AmeriCorps VISTA

Marissa Altman-Glatzer, Esq.
Miami Dade Public Defender’s 
Office

Juanita Alvarez
South Florida Jobs with Justice

Loreal Arscott, Esq.
L.A. Law Firm, P.A.

Scott Baena, Esq.
Bilzin Sumberg Baena 
Price & Axelrod, LLP

Candice Balmori, Esq.
Weiss Serota Helfman  
Cole & Bierman, P.L.

Jason E. Bloch, Esq.
DCBA

Sonya Brown-Wilson
Miami Workers Center

Carlos I. Cardelle, Esq.
ShiftPixy, Inc.

Stephanie L. Carman, Esq.
GrayRobinson, P.A.

Kristen Corpion, Esq.
Corpion Legal Group

Jose Cuneo, Ex Officio
Kaufman Rossin

Teresa Enriquez, Esq.
Miami Dade Public  
Defender’s Office

Wilfredo Ferrer, Esq.
Holland & Knight

Serge Fortune
Family Action Network Movement

Rachel W. Furst, Esq.
Grossman Roth Yaffa Cohen, P.A.

Jordi Guso, Esq.
Berger Singerman LLP

Corina Hernandez
Homeless/ Formerly Homeless 
Forum, Inc.

Terry Ann Howell, Esq.
Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel

Kevin P. Jacobs, Esq.
Homer Bonner Jacobs

Fritznie Jarbath, Esq.
Jarbath Pena Law Group, P.A.

Barnaby Min, Esq.
City of Miami

Liam T. Mugavin
TransSOCIAL, Inc.

Aleida Martinez-Molina, Esq.
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole 
& Bierman, P.L.

Jesika Diaz Munar, Esq.
Jesika Diaz Munar, P.A.

Hung I. Nguyen, Esq.
The Nguyen Law Firm

Izegbe Onyango
Catalyst Miami

Carolyn Pates
AARP SCSEP

Darrell Payne, Esq.
Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.

Milagros Perez
Connect Familias FKA 
Little Havana Community

Michelle Prescott, Esq.
Center for Family and 
Child Enrichment

Stephen Rosenthal, Esq.
Podhurst Orseck, P.A.

Sairy Salazar
Head Start/ Early Head 
Start Program

Cherine Smith Valbrun, Esq.
Kim Vaughan Lerner LLP

Debra Tyler
Homeless/Formerly 
Homeless Forum, Inc.

Naomi Wiggins
Urgent, Inc.

Hermine Wilson
Advocacy Network on Disabilities

Ida Wright
Branches

Donald Yates, Esq.
Law Offices of Donald E. Yates

Manuel Dobrinsky, Esq.
Dolan Dobrinsky Rosenblum 

Bluestein LLP
 President

D. Porpoise Evans, Esq.
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman, P.L.

1st Vice President

Arya Attari Li, Esq. 
Ver Ploeg & Marino, P.A. 

Secretary

Karen J. Lapekas, Esq. 
Lapekas Law, P.A.  

Treasurer

Linda Lott 
Jessie Trice Community 

Health Center  
2nd Vice President



Campaign for Justice Leadership Committee

Scott L. Baena 
Scott L. Baena, P.A. 

Elizabeth S. Baker 
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP

William S. Berk 
Berk, Merchant & Sims, PLC

Michael E. Brand 
Cole Scott & Kissane, P.A.

Jennifer Stearns Buttrick 
Stearns Weaver Miller 

Carlos J. Canino 
Stearns Weaver Miller 

Raoul G. Cantero 
White & Case LLP

Karen Cespedes 
Esquire Deposition Solutions

Kendall B. Coffey 
Coffey Burlington PL

Sherril Colombo 
Littler

Xavier I. Cortada 
Cortada Studio

Jeffrey B. Crockett 
Coffey Burlington PL

Jose Cuneo 
Kaufman Rossin 

Allison R. Day 
Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A.

Ramon de Legorburu 
Ernst & Young LLP

Michael P. Elkin 
Kaufman Rossin 

Richard S. Fechter 
Berkowitz Pollack Brant

Wifredo Ferrer 
Holland & Knight

Jennifer E. Fine 
Bilzin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod

David M. Gersten 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani 

Jordi Guso 
Berger Singerman LLP

Steven Hadjilogiou 
McDermott Will & Emery

George Haj 
Haj Media

Lance A. Harke 
Harke Law LLP

Alexander Jimenez 
Grove Bank & Trust

Marcos D. Jimenez 
Marcos D. Jimenez, P.A.

Michael Jimenez 
PAAST

Thomas R. Julin 
Gunster

Michael Kaczka 
Berkowitz Pollack Brant

Alan J. Kluger 
Kluger Kaplan Silverman  
Katzen & Levine PL

Leslie J. Lott 
Lott & Fischer

George G. Mahfood 
Nelson Mullins

Marilee A. Mark 
Cimo Mazer Mark 

Michelle Martinez-Reyes 
Kelley Kronenberg

John W. McLuskey 
McLuskey McDonald & Hughes, P.A.

Gustavo Membiela 
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP

Brian Miller 
Akerman LLP

Michael T. Moore 
Moore & Company, P.A.

Tracy Nichols 
Holland & Knight LLP

Ana M. Olarte 
City National Bank

Joseph Pack 
Pack Law

Robert L. Parks 
Law Office of Robert L. Parks

Darrell Payne 
Stearns Weaver Miller 

Mey-Ling Perez 
IberiaBank/First Horizon 

Richard A. Pollack 
Berkowitz Pollack Brant

Craig V. Rasile 
McDermott Will & Emery

Mark F. Raymond 
Nelson Mullins

Stephen F. Rosenthal 
Podhurst Orseck

Lauri Waldman Ross 
Ross & Girten

Paul A. Shelowitz 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, LLP

Jason B. Sherry 
Sherry Law Office PLLC

John K. Shubin 
Shubin & Bass

Bradley H. Stein 
Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.

Stanley H. Wakshlag 
Kenny Nachwalter, P.A.

Stephen N. Zack 
Boies Schiller & Flexner LLP 

Jason Kellogg
Levine Kellogg Lehman 

Schneider + Grossman LLP 
Co-Chair

Lilly Ann Sanchez
The LS Law Firm

Co-Chair

Brigid Cech Samole
Greenberg Traurig

Co-Chair

As of 3.18.21



Our advocacy and impact are made possible through the support of our community  
members—as volunteers, advocates, and philanthropic supporters. We thank you for standing 
with us and making us 55 Years Strong.

2010 2012 2016 2020
Represented six (6) non-
profit developers and 
a local municipality in 
applying for and receiv-
ing $89 million in grant 
funds to create and ren-
ovate 1,255 affordable 
housing units, while we 
provided ongoing legal 
assistance to the non-
profit developers.

Successfully advocat-
ed for 8,000 children 
with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder to gain access 
to a critical behavior 
therapy improving their  
opportunities at achiev-
ing their developmental 
and educational potential. 

Challenged state law 
that disqualified disabled 
veterans from receiving 
food stamps if they did 
not comply with work  
requirements. The result 
was a new policy ex-
empting veterans re-
ceiving VA disability 
benefits from the strict 
work requirements and 
thus expanding access 
to benefits for those who 
served our country. 

Represented thousands 
during COVID-19 pan-
demic to ensure access 
to vital government  
benefits, safe and af-
fordable housing, and 
provided small minority 
owned businesses with 
critical legal assistance 
during the crisis.

We are celebrating 55 years of service! Over the years, we have helped more 
than 250,000 families in Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties and protected 
constitutional rights, kept countless families in their homes, ensured children 
had access to education and health care, protected the income of low-wage 
workers, defended the rights of veterans, and fought injustice. We have always 
fought to eradicate barriers to economic opportunity and ensured access to 
justice for all.  Some highlights of our advocacy include:  

1972 1980s 19921969

Successfully sued the 
State of Florida and 
the City of Miami Po-
lice Department to 
challenge a law that 
criminalized commu-
nity members experi-
encing homelessness 
and joblessness. 

Won a landmark case in 
the U.S. Supreme Court: 
Fuentes v. Shevin. With 
only $200 remaining 
to pay on her appliances, 
Ms. Fuentes suddenly 
found herself in court 
with the store taking 
back her appliances 
without any due pro-
cess. We challenged the 
constitutionality of the 
law and won — providing 
additional due process 
protections nationwide.

Created the Aids Legal  
Advocacy Project. At a time 
when those with the disease 
were ostracized, we advo-
cated for greater access to 
healthcare and housing and 
fought discrimination. 

Hurricane Andrew brought 
widespread devastation to 
South Dade. We estab-
lished a disaster response 
unit to handle the legal 
matters that resulted. 
Among many other tragic 
cases, we represented 
two infants who lost their 
parents in the Hurricane, 
ensuring they received sur-
vivor benefits. We stayed 
the course representing 
hundreds of survivors in  
legal matters for more than 
a decade and ensuring the 
community a better op-
portunity to rebuild. 

CELEBRATING 
55 YEARS STRONG!

Howard Dixon, Executive Director
Economic Opportunity Legal  
Services Program, Inc.
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Justice for Veterans

The wheels of justice often turn slowly and that was certainly the case for Army 
Veteran, Felix Cepeda. 

Eight years ago, Felix came to Legal Services for assistance with his wrongful  
discharge and denial of Veteran’s Affairs (VA) disability benefits. He served in 
the military for four years and was awarded a combat medal. After returning from  
deployment in Iraq, the Army doctors diagnosed Felix with PTSD and anxiety. He 
was subsequently discharged without any disability benefits. 

The VA denied his claim for disability benefits on the incorrect basis that he had not 
served in combat and that he had been discharged for a physical condition and not a 
disability. Felix did not have legal counsel at the time and did not file an appeal. In 
2012, the VA changed its position and approved Felix for disability benefits, but only as 
of 2011, which still left him without benefits for the former six-year period.

Legal Services represented Felix before the Army Board for Correction of Military 
Records and successfully demonstrated he had been wrongly discharged and quali-
fied for a medical discharge for his PTSD and other medical conditions. He was then 
awarded about $50,000 in disability benefits by the Department of Defense.

Additionally, Legal Services represented Felix on the VA’s initial denial of disability 
benefits dating back to 2005. We had to overcome the hurdle that Felix never 
appealed that claim. Legal Services persisted and proved that at the time of the denial, 
the VA was in possession of documents showing Felix had been entitled to bene-
fits. After years of battling with the VA, the Board of Veterans’ Appeals agreed and 
instructed the VA to pay retroactive benefits for the six-year period. In late 2020, 
justice was eventually served when the VA awarded Felix approximately $95,000.

For the past 55 years, Legal Services has been committed to helping veterans like Felix 
overcome legal barriers that impact their financial stability.



Justice for Families

In partnership with the Wells Fargo Foundation, Legal Services helped thousands 
of people stay in their homes at a time when many renters in Miami have faced 
eviction. Through the Housing Stability Grant awarded in 2020, Legal Services 
sustained and expanded its advocacy for low-income tenants such as Joice.

Joice is a 30-year-old single mother, who is full of life and dedicated to raising her 
amazing son, James. A resident of a rental apartment in Hialeah, she received an 
eviction notice after she fell behind on rent. Joice applied for the county’s rental as-
sistance program, which is available to those who meet certain income qualifications 
and are experiencing financial hardship as a result of the pandemic. Once she was 
approved, she paid off the outstanding balance and was relieved she was able to catch 
up on her rent. However, her landlord continued to pursue the eviction against her, 
so she turned to Legal Services for help. Even though Joice was protected by the 
Center for Disease Control’s eviction moratorium as well as qualified for emergency 
relief aid, the landlord filed an eviction claim against her which put her and her son at 
risk of losing their home. Legal Services Attorney Sha’TarriaDavis represented Joice 
in the eviction case which was ultimately dismissed. 

In Joice’s own words, “Legal Services saved my son and my life from ending up in 
the streets. The scariest feeling is not being able to provide a home for your child. 
Ms. Davis did everything she had to do in order to stop the eviction from taking place. 
She’s my guardian angel. I will be forever grateful to her and the hard work of the staff.”

For the past 55 years, Legal Services has advocated for thousands of families like 
Joice’s, at risk of losing their homes, achieve access to safe and stable housing. 



Invest in a Community of Equal Justice

The Chesterfield Smith Society recognizes annual support. The Society continues the legacy of 
the great Chesterfield Smith (1917-2003), a lifelong advocate for Legal Services for the Poor. 
Giving Level is $350 to $4,999.	

For more information on how you can become a supporter, 
please contact: MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org

ANNUAL SUPPORT: CHESTERFIELD SMITH SOCIETY

DONATE

The Leadership Circle recognizes sustained giving over a three-year period. Members of the 
Leadership Circle have made a substantial commitment to sustaining the highest quality cutting- 
edge legal services as the needs of our community continue to grow. Giving Level is $5,000-
$100,000.

SUSTAINED GIVING: THE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Legacy Society recognizes donors that make charitable bequests to Legal Services in their will or living 
trust, ensuring that Legal Services can continue to break down the barriers of poverty for the most 
vulnerable well into the future. Legacy Society donors connect their compassion and concern to their 
financial and estate planning in order to transform the future for someone in need. 

PLANNED GIVING: LEGACY SOCIETY

Legal Services Event Sponsors are an distinguished group of supporters from the business, legal and civic 
community. In addition to recognition at the event, Event Sponsors are showcased on the Legal Services 
website, social media, and in our print media which reaches the more than 5,000 people. 

LEGAL SERVICES EVENT SPONSORS

Young Professionals Council includes dedicated young professionals in the South Florida community 
(lawyers and non-lawyers alike) who support Legal Services and its mission to provide equal justice for 
vulnerable families and individuals in our community. The Council organizes events geared towards 
raising funds to support Legal Services. 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS COUNCIL

https://www.legalservicesmiami.org/donate
mailto:MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org










Virtual Pro Bono Awards Celebration
to

for their outstanding contributions to Equal Justice   

 The
 Legacy
 Society

Legal Services has established the Legacy Society to promote 

the economic stability of our most vulnerable neighbors and build 

a stronger community for generations to come. 

Your planned gift to Legal Services will serve as testament 

to your legacy of care, concern and compassion, 

creating a brighter future for the entire community. 

Contact MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org 

for more information.

Marcia K. Cypen

Edie Laquer 

Jacqueline Allee Smith

mailto:MViguesPitan@legalservicesmiami.org




Visit the artists’ showcase and listen to 
why they choose to support legal services

CLICK 
HERE



BID BID

https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/39797/auctions/109346/auction_items/3216655
https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/39797/auctions/109346/auction_items/3216521


BID

BID

BID

https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/39797/auctions/109346/auction_items/3214129
https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/39797/auctions/109346/auction_items/3214150
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www.32auctions.com/HeartOfGivingAuction2021





